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Enrollment in Algebra I in 7th or 8th grade is recognized as
an indicator that a student is on track towards college. In
high school, students who take calculus and 
college entrance exams such as the SAT or ACT are more
likely to pursue higher learning.

COLLEGE PREP COURSE ENROLLMENT

Race /
Ethnicity

% of District
enrollment

% of Algebra I
enrollment

% of Calculus
enrollment

% of SAT/ACT
takers

Latino
Am Ind/Alaskan
Asian
Pacific Islander
Black
White
2 or more

52.8%
 0.3%
11.3%
 1.8%
15.9%
15.4%
 2.5%

50.6%
 0.4%
13.6%
 2.1%
13.7%
18.0%
 1.6%

27.6%
 0.3%
35.2%
 1.2%
 7.5%
25.6%
 2.6%

33.7%
 0.2%
22.3%
 1.3%
14.8%
26.4%
 1.3%
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SCHOOL SUPPORT STAFF

REFERRALS TO LAW ENFORCEMENT

• Teachers
 » The teacher-to-student ratio in LBUSD was 26-to-1 in the 2012-13 school year27

 » The average class had 28 students in
 grades K-6 and 36 students in grades 7-12
 in the 2012-13 school year28

• Counselors
The American School Counselor Association
recommends a 250-to-1 ratio of students to
school counselors.29

 » The average student-to-counselor ratio
 in the US was 471-to-1 in 2010-1130

 » The student-to-counselor ratio in CA was
 1,016-to-1, the worst in the nation31

 » The student-to-counselor ratio in LBUSD
 was 961-to-1 in 2011-201232

LBUSD reported zero school-based referrals to law enforcement and zero school-related arrests;
however, 9% of students who took the Building Healthy Communities: Long Beach ESM School
Climate Survey reported being arrested near or on school campus. Over 50% of these arrests
occured during high school.33

Why is this important?
High average class sizes mean that individual
teachers are responsible for a large number of
students. Because a single teacher is only
capable of doing so much with a larger class size, 
schools with high average class sizes should have 
additional support staff -- like counselors -- to help.

LBUSD, however, has both a high average class
size and a remarkably high counselor-to-
student ratio. This means that both students and
teachers need more staff on campus to turn 
towards for constructive support.

Why is this important?
This information shows that (1) a substantial number of LBUSD students have been arrested while
in or around school, and (2) that the data reported by LBUSD may be inaccurate.
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Why is this Important?
Note the disproportionalities in Figure L.
Ideally, the percentages in each column
should be the same across each row; all of
the percentages should be the same as 
the % of district enrollment. The bigger 
the difference, the greater the disparity.
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KEY GOALS CONCLUSION

Implement Restorative Justice practices and
other alternatives to exclusionary, punitive
discipline practices, especially in middle 
schools and high schools.  

Develop a consistent discipline policy and
framework for all LBUSD schools that 
provide overall guidance on positive school 
disciplinepractices with flexibility for 
school-site decisionmaking.

Reduce the disproportionate suspension and
expulsion of students of color, especially
Black students.

Reduce suspensions at schools where > 10%
of students have received in-school or out-
of-school suspensions by promoting
alternatives that keep students in the
classroom and in school.

LBUSD’s school discipline policy is inconsistent,
exclusionary, and disproportionately impacts the
very student populations most in need of support.
The Every Student Matters campaign recognizes
the importance of positive and constructive school
discipline for the well-being and academic success
of all of LBUSD’s students. We want to work
together with LBUSD to improve upon current
policies--particularly the implementation of LBUSD’s 
Resolution on School Discipline Principles and 
Practices--and ensure that our schools are safe
and welcoming environments for everyone.

To this end, we want to engage LBUSD in a
discussion about instituting workable alternatives
such as Restorative Justice. We want to reduce
exclusionary practices and instead promote policies
that help students stay in school, graduate on time,
and continue on a pathway towards success.

We want the best school climate for every student, 
because every student matters.
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CAMBODIAN-AMERICAN YOUTH

EVERY STUDENT MATTERS! Count every student. 

The Every Student Matters (ESM) Campaign not only draws attention to the alarming data for Black and Latino youth 
of LBUSD in relation to academic opportunities and school discipline outcomes, but also to the need to disaggregate 
data for all Asian and Pacific Islander student subgroups as well. It is particularly important for the California 
Department of Education and LBUSD to make data for Southeast Asian students publicly available to the community 
in order to capture the disparities of all student subgroups in Long Beach--which has the highest population of 
Cambodians outside of Cambodia. Ignoring data for Asian and PI student subgroups hinders LBUSD’s ability to 
address the specific concerns and needs of all students in the district.

Below is some data on the Cambodian-American population for Long Beach City and Los Angeles County collected by 
other sources that begins to describe the needs of Khmer youth in Long Beach.

» 62% of Cambodian refugees living in Long Beach suffer from post-traumatic stress 
syndrome. It is the highest level diagnosed amongst any group ever studied, including combat veterans 
returning from the Iraq and Vietnam Wars.34

» In 2011, 50% of Cambodian-American youth surveyed in Long Beach showed signs of 
depression.35

» Only 59% of Cambodian Americans living in Los Angeles County have attained a high 
school diploma, and only 9% have a bachelor’s degree.36

» 33% of Cambodian-American youth in Los Angeles County live in poverty.37

» In 2011, 39% of Cambodian-American youth surveyed living in Long Beach were either 
stopped or pulled over by law enforcement. Additionally, 21% were taken into police custody.38
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